
PAC - Eltrombopag

Eltrombopag (Revolade®) for the treatment of thrombocytopenia in adult patients with chronic 
hepatitis C virus infection, where the degree of thrombocytopenia is the main factor preventing 
the initiation or limiting the ability to maintain optimal interferon-based therapy

PAC recommendation

• PAC supports the use of eltrombopag for the treatment of thrombocytopenia 
in adult patients with chronic hepatitis C virus infection, where the degree of 
thrombocytopenia is the main factor preventing the initiation or limiting the ability 
to maintain optimal interferon-based therapy.

• Applications for funding should be made on an individual patient basis via locally 
agreed prior approval process.

Background information
Eltrombopag is licensed for the treatment of thrombocytopenia in adult patients with chronic 
hepatitis C virus infection, where the degree of thrombocytopenia is the main factor preventing the 
initiation or limiting the ability to maintain optimal interferon-based therapy.1

A review by the Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC) concluded that eltrombopag was a cost 
effective treatment for this indication. The SMC advice took account of the benefits of a Patient 
Access Scheme (PAS) that improves the cost-effectiveness of eltrombopag. The SMC advice is 
contingent upon the continuing availability of the PAS.2

Two double-blind, randomised, controlled studies in patients with chronic hepatitis C virus infection 
and thrombocytopenia demonstrated significantly higher sustained viral response rates in patients 
who continued treatment with eltrombopag during interferon-based antiviral therapy than in those 
patients whose eltrombopag treatment was discontinued on initiation of antiviral therapy.2

The emergence of new non-interferon based treatments for hepatitis C has caused uncertainty on 
the likely uptake of eltrombopag for this group of patients, and it is currently predicted that the 
number of patients eligible for treatment in the East of England will be low.

It is therefore recommended that requests for treatment are made on an individual patient basis via 
a locally agreed prior approval process. 
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